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Odonata news and events from across the vice counties of 

Anglesey, Merionethshire, Caernarvonshire, Denbighshire and Flintshire
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The first of these newsletters came out on the 1st August 2007 and I have been producing them intermittently ever since when sufficient news, interesting articles, photos etc. come in. I started them to whip up support for recording dragonflies and damselflies in North Wales for the proposed British and Irish atlas and this was finally published in 2014. Currently 233 people receive the newsletter by e-mail. Recently Cofnod have kindly acquired the earlier ones and now have all numbers in their archive: type dragonflies in the ‘Search News’ box at http://www.cofnod.org.uk/News If you have anything interesting that you think we should all know about please send it in. For instance, there hasn’t been a decent poem for some time! If you wish to unsubscribe, let me know. But please carry on recording and send your records to either me or Cofnod.
Small Bluetail turn up at Minera!
Sue Loose managed to photograph an immature (aurantiaca phase) female of Ischnura pumilio (Small Bluetail) at a shallow pool in Minera limestone quarry [SJ2519952174] on the 6th May. This is marvellous news for North Wales as, apart from a single uncorroborated record from Fenns Moss (10th July 2009 by Estelle Hughes), the species has never been recorded before east of the three known Snowdonia sites. The species is apparently missing from Cheshire and there is only a single historic record (1969) from nearby Whixall Moss, Shropshire. Sue’s find opens up a new area of exploration for the species. The Lafarge Company currently owns the site and permission must be obtained to enter the quarry.
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Ischnura pumilio female (aurantiaca phase), Minera quarry, 6th June 2016. Photo Sue Loose.
From the typical orange coloration, the distribution of black markings and a lack of a pronounced medium lobe on the hind margin of the pronotum there can be no doubt that Sue’s individual is I. pumilio. Andrew Graham, who was with Sue at the time of discovery, went back the next day to investigate further and found lots of Ischnura elegans, Common Bluetail, with it’s pink/red immature female form rufescens but no further I. pumilio. He describes the habitat as a clear spring-fed pond with charophytes but is not aware of other suitable ponds in the area. 
A remarkable drama involving a larva of a Broad-bodied Chaser, a female Great Diving Beetle, and all three native newts
Steve Palin sent in a series of photos to illustrate a fascinating little cameo that played out in his pond on the 16th May (see photo sequence below). ‘The great diving beetle female surfaced in the middle of the pond with what I’m fairly sure was a 4 Spot Chaser larva in its jaws (7 emerged from the pond in the days following), but the larva proved strong enough to make it to the pond side. The commotion attracted the attention of many newts of all 3 species (!) and eventually these newts bullied off the beetle, whereupon they set upon the larva themselves. Finally, the larva managed to crawl high enough up to escape the newts.’
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Small Redeye unexpectedly gets to Cheshire
Andrew Goodwin discovered the first recorded colony of Erythromma viridulum (Small Redeye) in Cheshire at Warmingham Flash [SJ718624] on the 18th August last year (http://www.brocross.com/dfly/news/2015/aug.htm). As David Kitching, Cheshire VC Recorder, remarked: ‘This species was expected to reach the county one day as it has been spreading its range northwards, but to find it so soon is a surprise.’ It has not yet been seen in Shropshire.
In view of this unexpected northwards surge in range I think it timely for those living in the Flintshire and Wrexham areas to keep a look out for this rapidly encroaching species. But if it’s larger cousin E. najas (Large Redeye) is anything to go by, it probably won’t make it far into North Wales.
The species are superficially similar but are most easily separated using the extent of the blue on the terminal segments of the abdomen. In E. najas, segments 9 and 10 are completely blue and there is no blue on 8. In E. viridulum, the underside of segment 8 is blue, 9 entirely blue and 10 blue except for a black ‘x’ mark dorsally.
More on bird predation by dragonflies

The following incident at the Candy Abshier Wildlife Management Area, Texas, was posted by Joseph Kennedy on Facebook, 14th September 2015. It was reposted by Sandra Hunt-von Arb on odonata list (odonata-l@listhost.ups.edu), 9 June 2016. It allegedly shows an Anax junius (Green Darner) feeding on a Ruby-throated Hummingbird: ‘Saturday the hummingbird festival at the smith point hawk watch tower was interrupted by an eastern pondhawk [now identified as Green Darner] choosing an adult male ruby-throated hummingbird for lunch. The dragonfly had chewed into the back of the neck of the hummer and either broke or severed the spine and was proceeding to feed. It was well away from the feeders so probably caught out of the air.’ 
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Anax junius (Green Darner) allegedly feeding on a Ruby-throated Humminghird. Photo Joseph Kennedy
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Ischnura elegans copula, Llyn Tecwyn Isaf, 5th June 2016. Photo Dick Eastwood. The female is the infuscans form. 
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Female Brachytron pratense, Cors Erddreiniog, 5th May 2016. Photo Sue Loose.
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